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Department of Veterans Affairs § 21.7631

payments to reservists already enrolled
at an educational institution.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2136; 38 U.S.C. 3690(b);
sec. 705(a)(1), Pub. L. 98–525, 98 Stat. 2565,
2567; secs. 642 (c), (d), 645(a)(1), Pub. L. 101–
189, 103 Stat. 1457–1458)

[61 FR 29304, June 10, 1996]

PAYMENTS—EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE

§ 21.7630 Educational assistance.
VA will pay educational assistance

pursuant to 10 U.S.C. chapter 1606 to an
eligible reservist while he or she is pur-
suing approved courses in a program of
education at the rates specified in
§ 21.7636 and § 21.7639.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16131(b); Pub. L. 98–525)

[53 FR 34740, Sept. 8, 1988, as amended at 61
FR 20729, May 8, 1996]

§ 21.7631 Commencing dates.
The commencing date of an award or

increased award of educational assist-
ance will be determined under this sec-
tion.

(a) Entrance or reentrance including
training time change, change of program
or educational institution. When an eligi-
ble reservist enters or reenters into
training or increases his or her rate of
training, the commencing date of his
or her award of educational assistance
shall be the latest of the following
dates—

(1) The date the educational institu-
tion certifies under paragraph (b) or (c)
of this section.

(2) The date one year before the date
the VA receives the reservist’s applica-
tion or enrollment certification,
whichever is later. (See § 21.7532 of this
part.)

(3) The effective date of the approval
of the course, or one year before the
date VA receives the approval notice,
whichever is later.

(4) The date of reopened application
under paragraph (d) of this section.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b), 38 U.S.C. 3672;
Pub. L. 98–525)

(b) Certification by educational institu-
tion—course or subject leads to a standard
college degree. (1) When a student en-
rolls in a course offered by independent
study, the commencing date of the
award or increased award of edu-

cational assistance will be the date the
student began pursuit of the course ac-
cording to the regularly established
practices of the educational institu-
tion.

(2) When a student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject, the commenc-
ing date of the award will be the date
of reporting provided that—

(i) The published standards of the
school require the student to register
before reporting,

(ii) The published standards of the
school require the student to report no
more than 14 days before the first
scheduled date of classes for the term,
quarter or semester for which the stu-
dent has registered, and

(iii) The first scheduled class for the
course or subject in which the student
is enrolled begins during the calendar
week when, according to the school’s
academic calendar, classes are gen-
erally scheduled to commence for the
term.

(3) When a student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject whose first
scheduled class begins after the cal-
endar week when, according to the
school’s academic calendar, classes are
scheduled to commence for the term,
quarter, or semester, the commencing
date of the award or increased award of
educational assistance allowance will
be the actual date of the first class
scheduled for the particular course or
subject.

(4) When a student enrolls in a resi-
dent course or subject and neither the
provisions of paragraph (b)(2) nor (b)(3)
of this section apply to the enrollment,
the commencing date of the award or
increased award of educational assist-
ance will be the first scheduled date of
classes for the term, quarter, or semes-
ter in which the student is enrolled.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 16136(b)).

(c) Certification by educational institu-
tion—course does not lead to a standard
college degree. (1) When a reservist en-
rolls in a course which does not lead to
a standard college degree and which is
offered in residence, the commencing
date of the award of educational assist-
ance will be as stated in paragraph (b)
of this section.
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